
INVESTIGATING MALFEASANCE 

INDEPENDENT COUNSEL ACTIVITY SINCE 1985 


O n Oct . 16, Attorney General William P. Barr appointed a retired federal judge to investigate 
CIA and Justice Department actions and answer allegations that the Justice Department 
mishandled a criminal inquiry into the Atlanta branch of the Italian-owned Banco Nazionale del 
Lavoro (BNL). Barr stopped short of naming an independent counsel — which requires a panel of 
judges to appoint the special prosector— as urged by congressional Democrats and the judge who 
presided over the BNL case. Since 1985, nine independent counsels have been appointed to 
investigate various allegations of wrongdoing by government officials. A GAO report, released this 
month, documents the cost of such investigations — two of which are ongoing, the Iran-contra and 
HUD investigations. 


Personal 



Counsel Date appointed Subject 


Compensation Other Total 

and Benefits expenses expenses 


$940,000 $586,000 $1,526,000 


Alexia Morrison 1 
Final report: 


May 29, 1986 Obstruction of 
congressional 
investigation 

March 14, 1989 



Lawrence E. Walsh Dec. 19, 1986 Iran-contra $16,512,000 $13,791,000 $30,303,000 

Ongoing 



James R. Harper 2 Aug. 17, 1987 Subject sealed $0 $19,400 $19,400 

Final report: Dec. 18, 1987 by court order 



Ariin M. Adams 
Ongoing 


March 1, 1990 Housing and Urban 
Development 


$2,354,000 $1,093,000 $3,447,000 



Lawrence E. Walsh James C. McKay Alexia Morrison Leon Silverman 


?. McKay was appointed independent counsel from April 23. 1986 to May 29,1986 on this investigation, he was replaced by Alexia Morrison on 

May 29,1986. 

^17 *1987*“ apP0mted ,ndepef>d€nt ““H** 00 thK investigation from Dec. 19. 1986, to Aug. 17. 1987. He was replaced by James R. Harper on 
3 The name of the independent counsel and the subject of Investigation are sealed by court order. 


SOURCE: General Accounting Office 
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